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Severus that Maximinus persecuted the clergy of some
of the churches.73 His reign was not of long duration, for
he was killed at Aquileia in a.d. 238.
During the reigns of Gordianns Africanus I. and II.,
of Balbinus, and Pupienus, and of Gordianus III. Pius^
there were no persecutions of the Christians, nor do we
find a record of any of these Emperors having encouraged
Christianity. In a.d. 344 Philip ascended the throne.
Many modern writers have attempted to prove that
he and his family were Christians, whilst others have
denied it. The arguments pro. and con. are collected in
a dissertation by an Italian writer, Moniglia.74 Ancient
ecclesiastical authors, however, positively state that Philip
was a Christian,75 whilst St. Jerome even attests the fact
more formally.76 One of the most remarkable accounts
is that given by Eusebius, who says that, " this Emperor
as a Christian, on the day of the last vigil of the Passover,
wished to share with the multitude in the prayers of the
Church, but was not permitted by the bishop to enter
before he had confessed his sins, and placed himself among
cesserat, et Mammaese matris familiam, persecutionem, in sacer -
dotes et clericos et doctores vel prsecipue propter Originem
presbyterum miserat." Hist. vii. 19. Origen appears to have
stayed with Firmilianus, Bishop of Coesarea, in Cappadocia,
during this persecution (Euseb. Hist. Ecdes. vi. 26—27; cf. St.
Jerome, de vir. illustr. 54), though on the authority of Firmilian
himself it would appear that the Christians were persecuted in
Pontus and Cappadocia (Firm, ad Cyprian. Epist. 75).
73	"Nisi   quod   medio   tempore .Maximiims   nonnullarum
ecclesiarum clericos vexavit"    Sacr, Hist. ii. 32.
74	ft De annis Jem Christi servatoris et de religione utriusque
Philippi Aug. jDisswtationes duce"    Rom. 4to., 1741.
75	"Hie   primus Imperatorum  omnium   Christianm   fuit."
Oros. Hist. vii. 20.
76	" Qui primus de Regibus Romania Christums fuit."    De
vir. HL 52; Chron. ed. Mai, vol. viiif p. 646,

